

The Ontario Government has committed to create a comprehensive Poverty Reduction Strategy for Ontario by the end of 2008, complete with specific targets and timelines. 

A Cabinet Committee on Poverty Reduction, chaired by Minister Deb Matthews, is developing the Strategy. More info is at www.premier.gov.on.ca/team/committee.asp?Team=15. 

The Government’s consultations on Poverty Reduction have begun. 

· Minister Matthews is holding round-table consultations in 13 cities: Peterborough, Cobourg, Ottawa, Kingston, Sudbury, Thunder Bay, Windsor, London, Kitchener-Waterloo, Durham, Peel, Hamilton, and Toronto. The meetings began on Monday, May 5 and will continue until the end of June;
· MPPs are expected to hold meetings in their own ridings; and,
· People can contribute their own ideas in writing, either through the government’s website at www.growingstronger.ca, or by fax or regular mail. 

Take action right now to make sure your voice is heard.

1. Call your local MPP and ask when a public consultation will be held in your community. Tell them:
· You want them to organize a meeting.

· The meeting should be broad and accessible (including translation into other languages), and should provide assistance (such as bus fare and child care) so that low-income people can attend.
· You want to be included in the meeting. 
· You want them to invite Minister Matthews and Cabinet Committee members.
· Follow up with a letter or email.
Find out who your MPP is by going to: www.elections.on.ca/en-ca and clicking on “Find Your Electoral District”. Or, call Elections Ontario toll-free at 1-800-677-8683. 

2. Organize your own public consultation meeting and invite your MPP. 

· Work with groups and individuals in your community to organize a meeting, and invite your MPP.

· Make sure the meeting is broad, accessible, and provides assistance so that  low-income people can attend.

· Invite Minister Matthews and members of the Cabinet Committee.
3. If your community is one of the 13 included in the government’s round-tables: 
· Send an email to: chris.carson@ontario.ca or phone: 416-212-7118.
· Tell Minister Matthews you want to be included, and why.
· Ask for the date when the consultation will be held, and a list of the invitees.

· Ask if Minister Matthews will meet with other groups in your community when she is in town. 
4. Give your input and ideas through the government’s new poverty reduction website at: www.growingstronger.ca.  
· Use the online feedback form or, send your own submission by fax to (416) 314-0367 or mail to: Growing Stronger Together, Whitney Block, Room 4620, 99 Wellesley Street W., Toronto, M7A 1A1.
5. Use the 25 in 5 Network for Poverty Reduction’s Declaration in the consultations: 
· The Declaration (available at www.25in5.ca) calls on government to reduce poverty by a minimum of 25% in 5 years, and says a poverty reduction strategy must address three priorities: 
· sustaining employment, 
· livable incomes, and 
· strong and supportive community services. 
· Tell Minister Matthews and your MPP that you support the Declaration. 

· Take the Declaration to the consultation meeting.

· Share the Declaration with people in your community.

6. Get your local media to cover the story:

· Ask your local media to attend and cover your consultation meeting.
· Write a letter to the editor saying why all Ontarians will benefit from a comprehensive poverty reduction strategy.

7. Let others know what you’re doing in your community: 
· Email Poverty Watch Ontario at pclutterbuck@spno.ca with info on your activities.

8. Prepare for consultations in your community by consulting these other resources: 
· The Poverty Watch website: www.povertywatchontario.ca. 

· The Social Planning Network of Ontario’s framework at: www.povertywatchontario.ca/downloads/SPNO_Policy_Framework_May_2008.pdf.
· The Campaign 2000 discussion paper at: http://campaign2000.ca/on/pdf/OntarioPovertyReductionStrategy.pdf. 
· The Colour of Poverty Fact Sheets at: www.colourofpoverty.ca. 
· The ISAC / Campaign 2000 Ending Poverty workshop guide at: www.incomesecurity.org/campaigns/EndingPovertyWorkshopGuide.html. 
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