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Ontario Election 2011: Questions for Candidates about OW and Poverty
Now that the provincial election has been called, candidates from all parties will be vying for your vote on October 6. 

If you are on Ontario Works, are a friend or supporter of someone who is, or if you simply care about poverty in Ontario, please use the questions below:

· at an All Candidates’ Meeting in your community;

· when your local candidates come to your door to see if you will vote for them;

· to write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper to make sure that poverty is on the political radar. 

The questions are divided into three areas with some background to help make your point. You may want to add information about your personal story of living on OW or knowing someone who does, to make the points even stronger.

A) 
Income Adequacy


People who have to rely on Ontario Works live in deep poverty. For example, a single person on OW receives only $593 a month. A single mother with one child receives only $1014, including their Ontario Child Benefit.

Often, people who end up on OW have had to because of failures in other support systems – like Employment Insurance – that used to be available to more people. 

Your party, like all others in the Ontario legislature, voted in favour of the Poverty Reduction Act in 2009, and “the vision of a province where every person has the opportunity to achieve his or her full potential and contribute to and participate in a prosperous and healthy Ontario”.

Will your party commit to making sure that people who have to rely on OW have enough money to afford food, housing, clothes, a phone, transportation, and other regular necessities?

B) 
Employment, Training, Education, and Other Supports 


Currently, people on Ontario Works are obligated to sign participation agreements indicating what they will do to find a job. Any breach of this agreement results in their incomes being reduced or eliminated. 

But there is no obligation on the part of the program to provide any assistance with employment services, and there are no assurances that any services that people are able to access are of high quality and will help people get quality jobs that take them out of poverty. 

Will your party ensure that the commitment people on OW make to finding work is matched with a commitment on the part of government to provide quality employment services?


The current Ontario Works system treats everyone who relies on it as though they are “job ready” – that is, ready to compete in the labour market – and only need to be pushed into getting a job.


But studies have found that changes made to welfare systems in the 1990s – like those in Ontario – have meant that the majority of people relying on these benefits are not “job ready”. Instead, they have a variety of needs that aren’t currently being met by a system that prioritizes rapid employment over other critical issues. 
What will your party do to support women on Ontario Works who are fleeing violence in their relationships and need longer-term support and specific services to stabilize their lives and the lives of their children? 

What will your party do to support people with mental health disabilities who are unable to navigate the confusing and cumbersome application process to get onto ODSP, and so must rely on the much lower incomes and fewer supports available through OW?
C) 
Social Assistance Review


In 2009, your party – like all the parties in the legislature – voted to make poverty reduction the law in Ontario.  


As part of its Poverty Reduction Strategy, the last government announced a review of social assistance programs to make them work better. 


The Social Assistance Review started earlier this year, and final recommendations will be released in June 2012. 

Will your party continue the Social Assistance Review and make sure that any changes made to the social assistance system effectively reduce poverty in Ontario?

