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  O.D.S.P. ACTION COALITION
C/O SCARBOROUGH COMMUNITY LEGAL SERVICES, 695 Markham Rd., Suite 9, Scarborough, ON M1H 2A5

Ontario Election 2011: Questions for Candidates about ODSP

Ontario is having a provincial election on October 6. 

Are you planning on going to an All Candidates’ Meeting in your community?

Do local candidates come to your door to talk to you about the issues you care about? 

Would you write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper, if only you had more information? 

The ODSP Action Coalition has prepared four questions to help ensure candidates consider disability and poverty issues in this election. The questions are divided into three key areas. You may also want to add information about your personal experience living on ODSP, to make the questions even stronger.

If you won’t be able to vote on October 6 or if you need extra assistance to cast your ballot, please see our New Ways for People with Disabilities to Vote fact sheet for information about how Elections Ontario is responding to the different needs of people with disabilities for the first time this year, how you can register to vote, and how to find out who the candidates are in your local area.

A) 
Income Adequacy

1.   The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development recently found that poverty is the biggest challenge facing people with disabilities in Canada. That’s true in Ontario too, where people with disabilities who have to rely on social assistance are forced to live in poverty.

      Will your party commit to making sure that people on ODSP have enough money to afford food, housing, clothes, a phone, transportation, and other regular necessities?

2.
People with disabilities have a hard time getting a job. Despite their right to accommodations in the workplace, employers are often reluctant to accommodate people’s disabilities and refuse to alter work schedules or provide necessary supports.


Despite these barriers, some people with disabilities find work. However, if they’re on Ontario’s disability program, 50% of any money they earn is deducted from their benefits – despite still living in poverty. 

Will your party commit to reducing or eliminating this deduction so people with disabilities who find a job get to keep more of what they earn?  
B) 
Supporting the Aspirations of People with Disabilities 

3.   People with disabilities are just like other Ontarians. They have children, work at jobs, volunteer in their communities, and have dreams and aspirations. 

But people with disabilities don’t have the same opportunities to live fulfilling lives, especially if they’re on Ontario’s disability program. 

On ODSP, people with disabilities live in poverty and have to struggle not to become isolated because of the lack of assistance from ODSP.

The volunteer work that many people with disabilities do in their communities is not fully recognized or supported by ODSP. And ODSP provides very poor access to quality education, training or employment supports.

What will your party do to support people with disabilities on ODSP to live more fulfilling lives, and contribute more fully in their communities, whether through employment, volunteering, or in other ways? 

C) 
Social Assistance Review

4.   In 2009, all parties in the legislature passed legislation committing to reduce poverty in Ontario. In 2010, as part of its Poverty Reduction Strategy, the Liberal government announced that it would review social assistance programs to make them work better. 

     The Social Assistance Review started earlier this year, and final recommendations will be released in June 2012. 
If your party wins the election, will you continue the Social Assistance Review and make sure that any changes made to the social assistance system effectively reduce poverty in Ontario?

