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Poverty Plan Moves to Review Social Assistance: 

Incomes Must Also Be Improved 
Toronto – The Poverty Reduction Strategy released by government today takes a first crucial step toward repairing Ontario’s broken Social Assistance system, says the Income Security Advocacy Centre.
“We applaud the government for meeting its commitment to introduce a poverty reduction plan,” said Mary Marrone, Director of Advocacy & Legal Services. “But we are particularly encouraged by the recognition that OW and ODSP are not equipped to meet the goal of poverty reduction in Ontario. We can’t make progress on poverty reduction with programs that systematically undermine the people they’re supposed to be helping.”
Ontario Works and the Ontario Disability Support Program are the province’s income support programs, introduced by the Harris government in the late 1990s. Advocates, activists, policy experts, and people receiving benefits have criticized these programs as punitive, counterproductive, and lacking the supports that people need to live with dignity and move out of poverty. 
Today’s announcement also includes interim measures to improve the current programs by changing three restrictive rules, and introducing a person-centred approach to social programs. 

“The rule changes are a good start, and a person-centred approach will mean people will begin to be treated with respect,” said Marrone. “We look forward to working with government to ensure their review processes include the participation of people on social assistance. They understand better than anyone else the negative impact of these counterproductive programs.” 
The next step will be to get more money into the pockets of people on OW and ODSP. Economists around the world – from the IMF to the United Nations – recommend investing in poverty reduction to stimulate the economy by increasing demand. 
“Not only is it the right thing to do to alleviate people’s hardship, it’s what local economies need,” said Marrone. “The increase to the Ontario Child Benefit will be good for people with children. But we’ll continue to press government to make investments so that people who don’t have children – who are currently the most economically deprived – also see some relief.”
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