ISAC Election Update – September, 2007
1. ISAC Election Materials are available!
Join ISAC in pressuring candidates in the upcoming Ontario election on October 10th, 2007. Use ISAC's election kit to lobby candidates in your community to reduce poverty and improve the lives of low-income people in Ontario. 
 

ISAC Election Demands: http://www.incomesecurity.org/campaigns/OntarioElection2007.html
En francais: http://www.incomesecurity.org/campaigns/electionprovincial2007.html
 

ISAC Election Materials: http://www.incomesecurity.org/campaigns/ISACElectionMaterials.html
En francais: http://www.incomesecurity.org/campaigns/troussepourlelection.html
 

Other Election Campaigns: http://www.opicco.org/?q=taxonomy/term/2 
En francais: http://www.incomesecurity.org/campaigns/autrescampagnes.html
 

The Community Social Planning Council of Toronto has also produced voter education factsheets in multiple languages: http://www.socialplanningtoronto.org/Index3.htm
 

For copies of the parties' election platforms or key policy positions:
- Liberal Party: http://www.ontarioliberal.ca/en/Previewpage.aspx?id=46
- Progressive Conservative Party:
http://www.leadershipmatters.ca/resources/Plan_for_Ontario's_Future_060907.pdf
- NDP Party:  http://ontariondp.com/ 
- Green Party: http://www.gpo.ca/policy/home
2. 25 in 5: Network for Poverty Reduction
 

Join ISAC and the "25 in 5" Network in calling on Ontario's political parties to make a serious and measurable commitment to reducing poverty in Ontario. 
 

During the provincial election campaign, the Network is asking party leaders and candidates to commit to a poverty reduction plan that will reduce Ontario's poverty rate by 25% in the next 5 years. The Network's Open Letter to party leaders was launched at a media event on September 7th, 2007. The Network is urging people across the province to take the letter and the backgrounder to all-candidates meetings and ask the candidates to make a commitment to developing a poverty reduction plan for Ontario.
 

To download the "25 in 5" Open Letter and Backgrounder: http://www.incomesecurity.org/campaigns/current.html
 

3. Order ONR postcards from ISAC 

 

There is still time to sign the Ontario Needs a Raise Campaign's election postcard calling on all parties to increase social assistance rates and the minimum wage. See a sample card at: http://www.ocsj.ca/res_onr.php.
 

Cards are available in English and French. To order, please contact Leandra Matthie at ISAC by email: matthiel@lao.on.ca or toll-free: 1-866-245-4072, x 5154. Please indicate your name, mailing address, whether you want the cards in English, French or both, and the number of message cards you want in each language.
Postcards must be signed and mailed to the Ontario Coalition for Social Justice by Friday, September 21. The address is on the cards. 
 

 

4. ISAC co-sponsors two all-party debates
Got a poverty-related question you want to ask the parties before you vote in the Ontario election on Oct. 10th? Here's your chance! 
All-party debate on Poverty and Disability - Sept. 18th, 7-9 pm in Toronto
For flyer, directions and general information:  http://www.incomesecurity.org/OntarioElection2007-UpcomingEvents.html
 

 

All-party debate on Poverty and Health - Sept. 25th, 7-9 pm in Toronto
For more information: http://www.incomesecurity.org/OntarioElection2007-UpcomingEvents.html 
 
5. Join ISAC on the March Against Poverty
 

On Sept. 26th, ISAC will join anti-poverty groups, community agencies, unions and low-income people in Toronto to call on all provincial parties to immediately increase social assistance rates and the minimum wage, build affordable social housing, and provide access without fear to government services for non-status people.
 

Download the poster and flyer for more information: http://torontoantipoverty.tao.ca/TAP.TAO.CA/tap_home.html
6. ISAC has free tickets to Vote Out Poverty
ISAC has 25 free tickets to give away to anyone on OW or ODSP who want to attend the Vote Out Poverty event on Oct. 1st, 7:30 pm at Massey Hall in Toronto. Stephen Lewis and comedian Mary Walsh will headline the evening, which is intended to raise awareness of the need for a poverty reduction strategy in Ontario. 

 
For a free ticket, call Leandra Matthie: 1-866-245-4072, x 5154 (first come, first serve basis)
 
Tickets are also available on a sliding scale. To order: 
http://www.voteoutpoverty.ca/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=15&Itemid=27
 

For more information: http://www.voteoutpoverty.ca/
 
7. Former ISAC board member cycling to end poverty
 

Between Sept. 12th and Oct. 1st, anti-poverty activist Bill Haggett will cycle from Chatham to Toronto to pressure candidates in the upcoming election to announce a plan to end poverty.
 

Bill is on disability and will be riding a three-wheeled bike. He leaves Chatham on Sept. 12th and plans to travel along Highway 2 to Toronto, where he will bike up Bloor St. to Queen's Park, before ending at the Vote Out Poverty rally at Massey Hall on Oct. 1st. 
 

So if you live along Highway 2, watch for Bill and come out and cheer him on!! 
 

 
8. Don't forget the Referendum on Electoral Reform 
 

http://www.incomesecurity.org/campaigns/ReferendumonElectoralReform.html
 

On October 10th, 2007, voters will be asked to vote "for" or "against" a new way of holding elections that has been recommended by a citizen's assembly. The Citizens Assembly on Electoral Reform is recommending Ontario change to a "mixed member proportional representation" system (MMP). 
 

Make sure people know about the referendum in your community and understand enough about the new system to vote.
For referendum materials and information: http://www.citizensassembly.gov.on.ca/en/default.asp 
 
This update has been produced by the Income Security Advocacy Centre: www.incomesecurity.org. 
