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1. QUOTES about POVERTY

Poverty is the worst form of violence.

Mahatma Gandhi

Anyone who has ever struggled with poverty knows how extremely expensive it is to be poor.

James A. Baldwin

There is enough for everybody's need, but not for everybody's greed.

Mohandas K. Gandhi

Poverty is like punishment for a crime you didn't commit. And one never really forgets either — everything serves as a constant reminder of it. 

Eli Khamarov

Maybe it's low-wage work in general that has the effect of making you feel like a pariah. When I watch TV over my dinner at night, I see a world in which almost everyone makes $15 an hour or more, and I'm not just thinking of the anchor folks. The sitcoms and dramas are about fashion designers or schoolteachers or lawyers, so it's easy for a fast-food worker or nurse's aide to conclude that she is an anomaly — the only one, or almost the only one, who hasn't been invited to the party. And in a sense she would be right: the poor have disappeared from the culture at large, from its political rhetoric and intellectual endeavors as well as from its daily entertainment. Even religion seems to have little to say about the plight of the poor, if that tent revival was a fair sample. The moneylenders have finally gotten Jesus out of the temple. 

Barbara Ehrenreich, Ch. 2: Scrubbing in Maine (pp. 117-118)

It is easy enough to tell the poor to accept their poverty as God’s will when you yourself have warm clothes and plenty of food and medical care and a roof over your head and no worry about the rent. But if you want them to believe you—try to share some of their poverty and see if you can accept it as God’s will yourself! 

Thomas Merton, Seeds of Contemplation, chapter 14, p. 107 (1949).

Today I see more clearly than yesterday that back of the problem of race and color, lies a greater problem which both obscures and implements it: and that is the fact that so many civilized persons are willing to live in comfort even if the price of this is poverty, ignorance and disease of the majority of their fellowmen; that to maintain this privilege men have waged war until today war tends to become universal and continuous, and the excuse for this war continues largely to be color and race. 

W.E.B. (William Edward Burghardt) Du Bois (1868–1963), U.S. civil rights leader, author. The Souls of Black Folk, preface to 1969 edition (1903).

We must measure our progress by the standard of care that we set for the least privileged among us [...] The true challenge of leadership is to rally a nation to its unfulfilled promise. To build a society based on equality, not privilege; on duty, not entitlement. A society based on compassion and caring; not indifference or neglect.

Paul Martin, Prime Minister - Elect, Toronto, November 14, 2003 

Mr. Speaker, we must put Canada's families and children first...we will begin immediate consultations with our partners so as to be ready in the next budget to put in place a long term investment plan. To enable Canada to turn the corner on child poverty and break the cycle of poverty and dependency for Canadian families.

Prime Minister Jean Chrétien, PM's response to Speech from the Throne, October, 2002

We should essentially establish the elimination of child poverty as a great national objective, not unlike what we did with the case of the deficit.

The Hon. Paul Martin, Federal Minister of Finance

POVERTY IS . . .

Feeling ashamed when my dad can't get a job

Not buying books at the book fair

Not getting to go to birthday parties

Not getting a hot dog on a hot dog day

Pretending that you forgot your lunch

Not being able to play hockey

Being teased for the way you are dressed

Not getting to go on school trips.

Grade 4 & 5 children, North Bay, Ont. Excerpts from Our Neighbour's Voices: Will We Listen? (The Interfaith Social Reform Coalition)

Like slavery and apartheid, poverty is not natural. It is man-made and can be overcome and eradicated by the actions of human beings. Make Poverty History. Make History in 2005. 

Nelson Mandela’s speech to Trafalgar Square crowd, 2005

We are the first generation that can look extreme and stupid poverty in the eye, look across the water to Africa and elsewhere and say this and mean it: we have the cash, we have the drugs, we have the science - but do we have the will? Do we have the will to make poverty history? Some say we can’t afford to. I say we can’t afford not to. 

Bono’s Speech to Labour Party Conference, 2005

This coalition is serious and this campaign is going to win. But first we need to be clear about the challenge to overcome. Five years ago world leaders committed to halving poverty by the year 2015. Five years on, they’re failing on that promise. And they will continue to fail unless they fundamentally change their ways. And they won’t change unless we tell them to. Starting today.

Adrian Lovett’s Speech to Trafalgar Square crowd, 2005

Poverty is the single biggest killer in the world today, and the fact that it is the most preventable is bizarre, insane.

Minnie Driver, actress

Recognise that the world is hungry for action, not words! 

Nelson Mandela’s speech to Trafalgar Square crowd, 2005

The war against terror is bound up in the war against poverty. 

Colin Powell, 2005

Overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity. It is an act of justice. It is the protection of a fundamental human right, the right to dignity and a decent life. While poverty persists, there is no true freedom. In this new century, millions of people in the world’s poorest countries remain imprisoned, enslaved, and in chains. They are trapped in the prison of poverty. It is time to set them free. 

Nelson Mandela’s speech to Trafalgar Square crowd, 2005

Poverty makes you sad as well as wise.

Bertolt Brecht

Poverty is to be without sufficient money, but it is also to have little hope for better things. It is a feeling that one is unable to control one's destiny, that one is powerless in a society that respects power. The poor have very limited access to means of making known their situation and their needs. To be poor is to feel apathy, alienation from society, entrapment, hopelessness and to believe that whatever you do will not turn out successfully. 

Canadian Royal Commission on the Status of Woman, Report, 1970

If there is no struggle, there is no progress - Those who profess to favor freedom and yet renounce controversy are people who want crops without plowing the ground.

Frederick Douglas, Abolitionist Leader 1817 – 1895

We cannot allow some people to be left at the back of the human rights bus... We must ensure the rights of individual groups or people --be they indigenous peoples, or peoples of Asian or African or American descent, or Jews or Muslims-- are not sacrificed on an altar of progress for some while there are setbacks to others.

Matthew Coon Come, National Chief Of The Assembly Of First Nations

If I am not for myself, then who will be for me? And if I am only for myself, then what am I? And if not now, when?

 Rabbi Hillel

As long as someone else controls your history the truth shall remain just a mystery

Ben  Harper

Solidarity is not an act of charity, but mutual aid between forces fighting for the same objective.

Samora Mach



2. Ending Poverty? Talking Food Blues 

ACT I - What Is Poverty?

Facilitator: 
The scene is a large food bank warehouse with three characters who are all members and volunteers of the Food Bank. Bob is a staff member of the Food Bank; Mary is a volunteer (a recently unemployed office manager who wants to do some social justice work before she finds a new job); and Joan is a volunteer who is also a user of the foodbank (and who has three children).

Mary:
These boxes are heavy.

Joan:
Remember to lift it by bending your knees. It’s easy to hurt your back if you’re not careful.

Bob:
That’s good advice.

Mary:
This is a lot of boxes. Is it always so many?

Bob:
Well, it ebbs and flows. Sometimes it’s all boxes of soup:  smaller, heavier. Other days it’s all cereal: bigger, lighter. It all depends. These were put here by accident and we have to move them over to the storage room to make space for the food drive.

Joan:
This’ll be the fourth Food Drive I’m working on. Always lots to do at this time of year.

Mary:
You know, I’ve contributed to food banks for years but this is the first time I’ve actually volunteered to help out. And I was just wondering about how permanent these things are. I thought when they started they were supposed to be temporary.

Joan:
They are temporary, if by “temporary” you mean “permanent.”

Bob:
Very funny, Joan. But it’s a good point. And I think most everyone who works and volunteers here still hopes they are temporary. But with over ten years with no increase to the minimum wage and erosion of the social safety net, people need food banks more than ever.

Joan:
Don’t forget about housing. That’s my problem. I got a decent enough place, but it’s real hard to keep it. My social assistance cheque never covers it all which is why I come here.

Mary:
You mean you use this food bank and volunteer here?

Joan:
Does that seem strange to you? If I had my way, everyone who used this place would have to put in time!

Mary:
You would make people work for their food?

Bob:
Joan thinks everyone should work.

Joan:
Everyone can work. And should!

Mary:
But how is that different from workfare?

Joan:

Workfare’s not such a bad idea. People get used to handouts and then they get lazy.

Bob:
Joan and I have this argument all the time. So, Joan, you think people are poor because they’re not looking hard enough for work?

Joan:
I got a job – in fact, I had three jobs - all part-time - but two of them went south. And the one I’ve still got is an on-call thing which isn’t so dependable. And, of course, to top it off, fifty cents of every dollar I make gets deducted from my cheque, so I don’t make much at all. But I never stop looking and I never stop trying. That’s more than most people.

Mary:
But if it’s just a question of everyone trying harder, isn’t that like blaming people for being poor?

Joan:
Look, one reason I like to volunteer is it makes me feel better than spending hours circling want ads and waiting for those calls that never come. I think everybody can do a bit. And help comes better to those who help themselves. But I agree that some people just have bad luck. It was bad luck that I got a job just when the clothing company closed down.

Bob:
I agree that there is bad luck out there for some. But I don’t think you get 10% of the Ontario population living in poverty because of bad luck. Why did that clothing company close down, Joan?

Joan:
Okay, okay, it went to Mexico. I see your point. It’s not all about luck. But that doesn’t mean people aren’t taking advantage of social assistance. As poor as it is.

Mary:
But I thought social assistance was supposed to help people who were having a hard time to meet their basic needs?

Bob:
Once upon a time, maybe it did - though I’m not even sure about that. But too many people (and that includes the government) assume that everybody’s the same and can do the same and can work hard the same way and has the same opportunity. But that’s not how our economy is structured.

Joan:
Yeah, I’d love to get off the system, but most of the jobs I’ve applied for don’t offer any benefits. One of my kids has asthma – if I get a job without health benefits I’d have to pay for her medication and I can’t afford it on a minimum wage job.  At least medication costs are covered while I’m on assistance – that’s one good thing.

Mary:
Factories going to Mexico, jobs not offering benefits – it sure doesn’t sound like bad luck to me. I think ALL jobs should have benefits. But isn’t minimum wage supposed to be the minimum you need to live on?

Joan:
Hardly. More like the minimum companies can get away with paying. Even if you’re working a full-time minimum wage job you still end up below the poverty line.

Mary:
Just what IS the poverty line?

Joan:
About $18,000 for a single person and $34,000 for a family of four. And minimum wage even at the new level of $8.75 doesn’t get you to the poverty line (unless you work triple over-time).

Mary:
You know your stuff, Joan. I’ve never thought about how expensive some of those things can be. But still, I guess I’m surprised a bit at just how many people use food banks. I didn’t know there was that much need. 

Bob:
Well, here’s another stat for you: that 10% of the Ontario population that lives in poverty is one point three million people which means that 345,000 children are living below the poverty line.

Mary:
I didn’t think it was that bad. I just don’t get it. We’re one of the richest nations on earth. Sure a lot of jobs have gone south. But the economy’s pretty good isn’t it? We’re not spending as much of our money on war as our neighbour over the border.

Joan:
Sure we’re one of the richest countries in the world. But you have to wonder where all those riches concentrate. And it isn’t with us.

Bob:
So, you agree that it isn’t just about working harder and avoiding bad luck?

Joan:
Ha, ha, very funny. So I’m contradictory. Never said I was perfect.

Bob:
Joan, you’re one of the most informed people I know. We may disagree on some points, but you always make me think about things. And like we were saying, as you can see from who comes here, the wealth isn’t with immigrant families either. Newcomers have less support than they used to – government funding just hasn’t kept up.

`
Joan:
Sure, I agree that people of colour, have it tougher. I know this one family that was just making it – Fatima is trained as teacher and was doing some childcare and some sewing and her husband is an engineer and was driving a cab. But he got a real bad case of the flu and lost weeks and weeks of work. He let a friend drive his cab but he had an accident. Real bad luck – like I was saying - coming to this food bank was hard for them, but I know it made a real difference.

Mary: 
Well, the government should do more, that’s all there is to it.

Bob:
Which government? The feds who got out of funding housing? Or the province who have downloaded all sorts of services to the City without downloading all the money? Or the City who keeps raising bus fares?

Joan:
Well, people have to do more; governments have to do more. I tell you, what they need is the resourcefulness of someone who lives on fifteen dollars a day for rent, food, transportation and everything else.

Mary:
But most people just don’t seem to care.

Joan:
Exactly my point: and then you only have yourself to blame.

Bob:
Okay, okay, we’re not going back to that one again. Have you heard that the Government of Ontario is talking about a Poverty Reduction Strategy.

Mary:
Really? Now that sounds positive. But can you hold that thought while I run for some coffee? Meet you back here in twenty minutes?
END OF ACT I

3. Talking Points from Power Play Act I
1. Does this reflect your experience or understanding of poverty?

2. Do you agree with Joan’s opinion of poverty? That everyone can work?

3. What do you think bad luck has to do with poverty?

4. Do you think that newcomers, people of colour, women, people with disabilities, and/or Aboriginal peoples experience poverty in the same way?
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5. Overview of Poverty Reduction Strategy
    Approach

· Some countries and provinces have worked to address poverty by bringing in government led ‘poverty reduction strategies” 
· These are multi-year plans which set out a target to reduce poverty, a plan of action, and then track results to make sure that poverty levels are actually coming down.

· In the United Kingdom and Ireland these plans have had success in bringing down poverty rates. For example, the child poverty rate in the United Kingdom dropped by 23% within the first 5 years of their plan.

· In Canada, Quebec passed a law in 2002 to eliminate poverty and put in place a 5 year action plan. This was the result of strong community mobilization across the province. The plan includes measures like: automatically tying social assistance rates to increases in the cost of living, expanding $7/day child care spaces, tax benefits to help the working poor, and higher child benefits.

· Newfoundland & Labrador brought in a poverty reduction strategy in 2006 and have committed to being the province with the lowest poverty rates in Canada over 10 years.

· The kind of things they’ve done to address poverty include: a 5% increase to social assistance rates and annual increases tied to the cost of living, expanded drug and dental benefits; eliminated school fees and kept a university tuition rate freeze; increased supports to develop employment skills; and invested in affordable housing and child care.

· Here in Ontario, the Liberal Government committed during the last election to develop a Poverty Reduction Strategy.

· They committed to develop targets to measure and address poverty.
· Since then a Minister (Deb Matthews) has been appointed to head up their poverty reduction work, and a new Cabinet Committee with 14 provincial politicians has been set up (see Handout #6 and point out the participating Cabinet Committee members who may be local MPPs).

· They will start public consultations this spring to develop the strategy, and have stated the plan will be released before the end of 2008.

· So we have an opportunity to provide input to the government hearings, and to keep the public pressure on to make sure the Ontario Government develops an effective poverty reduction plan and meets their targets.
6. Ontario Cabinet Committee on Poverty Reduction
(Dec. 2007—updated by Campaign 2000 Office)

Ontario needs everyone at his or her best to truly succeed as an economy and society. That means creating opportunity for all, not just some. It means ensuring every Ontarian can contribute to and benefit from Ontario's prosperity. 

This is a new committee. Members will work to develop poverty indicators and targets, and a focused strategy for reducing child poverty and lifting more families out of poverty. The goal of this committee is to make progress in the fight against poverty over the course of the government's four-year mandate. 
Committee contact information is also available online at: http://www.premier.gov.on.ca/team/committee.asp?Team=15
	


	Hon. Deb Matthews 

MPP London North Centre
Minister of Children and Youth Services
Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues 
Chair 

Constituency  

805 Richmond St

London ON N6A 3H6 

Tel 

519-432-7339 

Fax 

519-432-0613 

dmatthews.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 
Ministry  

Ministry of Children and Youth Services
14th Flr, 56 Wellesley St W

Toronto ON M5S 2S3 

Tel 

416-212-2278 

Fax 

416-212-7431 

dmatthews.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

	  
	


	Hon. George Smitherman 

MPP Toronto Centre
Minister of Health and Long-Term Care 
Vice-Chair 

Constituency  

120 Carlton St. Suite 413

Toronto ON M5A 4K2 

Tel 

416-972-7683 

Fax 

416-972-7686 

gsmitherman.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 
Ministry  

Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care
80 Grosvenor St, 10th Flr, Hepburn Block

Toronto ON M7A 2C4 

Tel 

416-327-4300 

Fax 

416-326-1571 



	


	Bas Balkissoon 

MPP Scarborough - Rouge River
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Health and Long-Term Care (Health) 

Ministry  

Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care
80 Grosvenor St, 11th Flr, Hepburn Block

Toronto ON M7A 2C4 

Tel 

416-327-8928 

Fax 

416-325-3862 

bbalkissoon.mpp@liberal.ola.org 
Constituency  

Unit B - 4559 Sheppard Ave E

Scarborough ON M1S 1V3 

Tel 

416-297-5040 

Fax 

416-297-6767 

bbalkissoon.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 

	  
	


	Bruce Crozier 

MPP Essex 

Constituency  

78 Talbot St N

Essex ON N8M 1A2 

(near Windsor)

Tel 

519-776-6420 

Fax 

519-776-5763 

bcrozier.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 
Toll Free 

1-800-265-3909 

Queen's Park  

Rm 169, Main Legislative Building

Toronto ON M7A 1A4 

Tel 

416-325-7298 

Fax 

416-325-9003 




	


	Carol Mitchell 

MPP Huron - Bruce
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing (Municipal Affairs) 

Municipal Affairs and Housing 

Ministry  

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
777 Bay St, 17th Flr

Toronto ON M5G 2E5 

Tel 

416-585-6768 

Fax 

416-585-6777 

cmitchell.mpp@liberal.ola.org 
Constituency  

49 - 50 Albert St

Clinton ON N0M 1L0 

Tel 

519-482-5630 

Fax 

519-482-3149 

cmitchell.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 
Constituency  

322 Lambton St

Kincardine ON N2Z 1Y9 

(near Goderich & Port Elgin)

Tel 

519-396-3007 

Fax 

519-396-3011 

cmitchell.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 
Toll Free 

1-866-396-3007 


	  
	


	Chris Bentley 

MPP London West 
Attorney General 

Attorney General 

cbentley.mpp@liberal.ola.org 
Ministry  

Ministry of the Attorney General
720 Bay St, 11th Flr

Toronto ON M5G 2K1 

Tel 

416-326-2220 

Fax 

416-326-4007 

Toll Free 

1-800-518-7901 

TTY 

416-326-4012 

Constituency  

Unit 8 - 11 Base Line Rd East

London ON N6C 5Z8 

Tel 

519-657-3120 

Fax 

519-657-0368 

cbentley.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 


	


	


	David Orazietti 

MPP Sault Ste. Marie
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Northern Development and Mines 

· Northern Development and Mines 

dorazietti.mpp@liberal.ola.org 
Ministry  

Ministry of Northern Development and Mines
5501 - 99 Wellesley St W, 5th Flr, Whitney Block

Toronto ON M7A 1W3 

Tel 

416-327-0616 

Fax 

416-327-0617 

Constituency  

726 Queen St E

Sault Ste Marie ON P6A 2A9 

Tel 

705-949-6959 

Fax 

705-946-6269 


	  
	


	Dwight Duncan 

MPP Windsor - Tecumseh
Minister of Finance
Chair of the Management Board of Cabinet 

· Finance
  dduncan.mpp@liberal.ola.org 
Ministry  

Ministry of Finance
7 Queen's Park Cres, 7th Flr, Frost Bldg South

Toronto ON M7A 1Y7 

Tel 

416-325-0400 

Fax 

416-325-0374 

Constituency  

2 - 4808 Tecumseh Rd E

Windsor ON N8T 1B8 

Tel 

519-251-5199 

Fax 

519-251-5299 



	



	


	Jim Watson 

MPP Ottawa West - Nepean
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

Municipal Affairs and Housing
jwatson.mpp@liberal.ola.org 
Ministry  

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
777 Bay St, 17th Flr

Toronto ON M5G 2E5 

Tel 

416-585-7000 

Fax 

416-585-6470 

Constituency  

201 - 2249 Carling Ave

Ottawa ON K2B 7E9 

Tel 

613-721-8075 

Fax 

613-721-5756 

 
	  
	


	Hon. John Milloy 

MPP Kitchener Centre
Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities 

Training, Colleges and Universities 

Ministry  

Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities
900 Bay St, 3rd Flr, Mowat Block

Toronto ON M7A 1L2 

Tel 

416-326-1600 

Fax 

416-326-1656 

jmilloy.mpp@liberal.ola.org 
Constituency  

6C - 1770 King St. E.

Kitchener ON N2G 2P1 

Tel 

519-579-5460 

Fax 

519-579-2121 



	


	Kathleen Wynne 

MPP Don Valley West
Minister of Education
Chair of Cabinet 

· Education 

Hon Kathleen O. Wynne - 

kwynne.mpp@liberal.ola.org 
Ministry  

Ministry of Education
900 Bay St, 22nd Floor, Mowat Block

Toronto ON M7A 1L2 

Tel 

416-325-2600 

Fax 

416-325-2608 

Constituency  

146 Laird Dr, Suite 101

Toronto ON M4G 3V7 

Tel 

416-425-6777 

Fax 

416-425-0350 


	  
	


	Lou Rinaldi 

MPP Northumberland - Quinte West
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 

· Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs
lrinaldi.mpp@liberal.ola.org 
Constituency  

201 - 1005 Elgin St W

Cobourg ON K9A 5J4  

Tel 

905-372-4000 

Fax 

905-372-1672 

lrinaldi.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 
Constituency  

7, RR #5 - 255 Glen Miller Rd.

Trenton ON K8V 5P8 

Tel 

613-392-3038 

Fax 

613-392-2241 

Ministry  

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs
77 Grenville St, 10th Flr

Toronto ON M5S 1B3 

Tel 

416-326-3058 

Fax 

416-325-4113 

 


	

	


	Hon. Madeleine Meilleur 

MPP Ottawa - Vanier
Minister of Community and Social Services
Minister Responsible for Francophone Affairs 

· Francophone Affairs 

· Community and Social Services
Ministry  

Ministry of Community and Social Services
80 Grosvenor St, 6th Flr, Hepburn Block

Toronto ON M7A 1E9 

Tel 

416-325-5225 

Fax 

416-325-5191 

Constituency  

237 Montreal Rd

Vanier ON K1L 6C7 (near Ottawa)

Tel 

613-744-4484 

Fax 

613-744-0889 

mmeilleur.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 
Ministry  

Office of Francophone Affairs
777 Bay St, 6th Flr

Toronto ON M7A 2J4 

Tel 

416-325-4949 

Fax 

416-325-4980 

ofa@ofa.gov.on.ca 
Toll Free 

1-800-628-7507 
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	Hon. Michael Chan 

MPP Markham - Unionville
Minister of Citizenship and Immigration 

· Citizenship and Immigration 

Ministry  

Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration
400 University Ave, 6th Flr

Toronto ON M7A 2R9 

Tel 

416-325-6200 

Fax 

416-325-6195 

mchan.mpp@liberal.ola.org 
Toll Free 

1-800-267-7329 

TTY 

1-888-335-6611 

Constituency  

450 Alden Rd., Unit 5

Markham ON L3R 5H4 

Tel 

905-305-1935 

Fax 

905-305-1938 

mchan.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 



 

7. Ending Poverty? Talking Food Blues 

ACT II – Taking Action

Bob:
Like I was saying, the Government of Ontario has promised to create a Poverty Reduction Strategy by the end of the year. 

Mary:
Well, my mother doesn’t think we need one. 

Bob:
Do tell.

Mary:
“The poor will always be with us.” That’s what she learned in church. And that’s what she tried to teach me.

Joan:
And did you believe that?

Mary:
I suppose I did. But I’ve never been comfortable about that. And I suppose I don’t want to believe it. Maybe that’s why I’m here.

Bob:
We could use more people like you – willing to step in and do something.

Mary: 
But is it enough? I see so much need and it doesn’t feel like enough.

Joan:
It will probably never feel like enough. Maybe that’s what “the poor will always be with us” means. But I think it also means that we have to do this work. And we have to do other things too. Like change the system.

Mary:
I’m confused. What IS being poor then? If it’s everything then how on earth are we supposed to start? We can’t fix everything all at once.

Joan:
Why not? Give the poor enough money and let them spend it the way they want!

Bob:
And do you think everyone is going to make good decisions with that money?

Joan:
Well, maybe not.

Mary:
Yeah, I agree. So, what was that you said about the government strategy?

Bob:
That’s right. I heard that the Ontario government has promised to do something about poverty – they want to develop a “Poverty Reduction Strategy”.

Mary:
So, what’s different about a poverty reduction strategy? Isn’t the government always fancy talk and little action?

Bob:
Feeling a little cynical, are we? I understand. But I think we owe it to the people we’re helping to hope that something positive will come of this. I guess a poverty reduction strategy is a long-term plan, and it sets a target – so the government must develop programs and track them to make sure they’re making progress on reaching the target to reduce the number of people living in poverty.

Joan:
I was reading in the paper about what they did in England: they set a target to reduce the number of children living in poverty by 25% over 5 years and 50% over 10 years, and then they set up programs to help them meet that target. And they almost did it which is amazing. They got 23% less kids in poverty after the first 5 years of their strategy, and they’re still working on it. I’d call that success.

Mary:
And you think something like that can work in Canada?

Bob:
They’re doing it here in Canada now. I was at a meeting last night where they talked about what Newfoundland and Quebec are doing – their governments developed poverty reduction strategies and it’s helping people. And you’d like this part: both governments have adjusted social assistance rates so they automatically increase each year as the cost of living goes up. And Newfoundland increased the rates by 5%, and increased their minimum wage as well. They’re also expanding childcare spaces, affordable housing, and have programs to help low wage workers.

Mary:
We should move to Newfoundland.

Bob:
I’d prefer Montreal. Joie de vivre and all that. But seriously, the Ontario government will be consulting with people across the province from April to July to hear what people think should be in Ontario’s Poverty Reduction Strategy.

Joan:
Sure they consult and then they consult and then they come out with a study and then almost nothing happens and then the government changes and someday they consult us again.

Bob:
I know. Consultation can be a way that a government avoids action. But it’s also always an opportunity that can be exploited to some extent. And if we say nothing, then for sure we’re going to be ignored.

Mary:
How can we make sure they listen?

Bob:
That’s what we’re all talking about now, as a matter of fact. At the community meeting I was at last night, we told the government representative who showed up that they had to include the real experts in their consultations – like the people who visit our food bank who really know how to stretch a dollar and survive on a tight budget.

Joan:
Well, they should include new immigrants and people from racialized communities, single moms like me and Aboriginal people too.

Bob:
Oh, so now you think consultations are okay?

Joan:
Like I said, I’m a walking-talking-contradiction. Just call me a hopeless optimist. I agree we have to use the opportunity.

Mary:
But what’s so important about all those groups you just mentioned. Why can’t the head of this food bank just go and tell the government what it looks like from here?

Joan:
All those “groups” are the people who are at greatest risk of experiencing poverty. That’s what poverty looks like. And I forgot to mention people with disabilities. When you’re poor and disabled or a person of colour experiencing job discrimination, you have more stresses in life than other people. Trust me, I know. And we can’t speak for other people. I’m sure the government might like us to. And, sure the food bank perspective is important. But the view from the grassroots - from the eyes and hands of the people who come here - THAT’S what the government needs to listen to.

Bob:
I have to agree. Grassroots voices are absolutely important. But traditionally they are hard to include. That’s why we need a mix of voices, from this food bank to other groups in our community – like faith leaders, labour reps, and business groups.

Mary:
So how do we include new voices? It’s not like I have that much to say.

Bob:
Don’t sell yourself short. I heard about these workshops where people are going to talk about poverty and poverty reduction. They’re participatory.

Mary:
What good can workshops do?

Joan:
Well it’s a way to meet people and connect and talk out some of our ideas.

Bob:
That’s right. They’re a way to get ready for things like consultations. And workshops aren’t enough, of course. We have to do all the tried-and-true stuff as well - like writing letters to politicians and the local media. We could write Deb Matthews who has been made the minister in charge of this process; she’s from London, Ontario.

Joan:
And, you know, I was just thinking, it’s the 10th anniversary of the food bank next month.  What if we did a special media event – “10 years is too long” – we could call it an “un”celebration – find out why we’re not happy that we’re ten years old.

Mary:
I’d work on that! What do we do next?

END OF ACT II
8. Talking Points from Power Play Act II
1. What did you think about what the different characters were saying?

2. What did you connect to? 

3. Does this reflect your experience?

4. Do you think poverty is “everything” and, if so, where would you start?

5. Had you heard of a poverty reduction strategy before?

6. Have you done any of the actions talked about in this play?

7. Did you hear anything new?

8. What’s missing?
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10. For more information
www.incomesecurity.org
Started in 2001, the Income Security Advocacy Centre (ISAC) is a community legal clinic that works with low income people and advocates to address systemic issues and improve income security for people in Ontario. Website provides information on provincial income security programs such as Ontario Works (OW), the Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP), and the Ontario Child Benefit, and on community-based anti-poverty campaigns and coalitions.
www.campaign2000.ca
Ontario Campaign 2000 is a non partisan coalition of 66 organizations across the province committed to working together to end child and family poverty in Ontario.  A provincial member of the national coalition Campaign 2000, the name dates from the 1989 unanimous House of Commons resolution to end child poverty in Canada by 2000.  The coalition started in 1991.

http://www.campaign2000.ca/on/index.html
Also part of the Campaign 2000 website, this section includes reports, discussion papers and suggestions for actions you can take to lobby government to end child & family poverty.  E.g. the latest Ontario Report Card on Child & Family Poverty in Ontario;  and A Poverty Reduction Strategy for Ontario – Campaign 2000 Discussion Paper (2007).

www.25in5.ca
25-in-5: Network for Poverty Reduction is a multi-sectoral network comprised of more than 100 Ontario and Toronto-based organizations and individuals working on eliminating poverty.  The network was started in August 2007.  Current activities include:  forums to keep partners up to date on poverty reduction work; clearinghouse of current media reports; updates on government work to develop a poverty reduction strategy for Ontario.

www.povertywatchontario.ca
A website set up in 2008 by the Social Planning Council of Ontario to monitor and inform on cross Ontario activity on the poverty reduction agenda. Provides short updates on recent community meetings on poverty reduction held across the province.


Poverty reduction is being discussed in many communities and organizations across Ontario.
The above list of websites is meant to be a starting point for finding more information
 on poverty reduction in Ontario and not a comprehensive list of available resources.
Some of these quotes can be found on the following websites:





Campaign 2000 - � HYPERLINK "http://www.campaign2000.ca/media/quotes.html" ��http://www.campaign2000.ca/media/quotes.html�





Make Poverty History - � HYPERLINK "http://www.oxfam.org.nz/imgs/pdf/press%20pack%20key%20quotes.pdf" ��http://www.oxfam.org.nz/imgs/pdf/press%20pack%20key%20quotes.pdf�











Quotes about poverty


Power Play Act I - read-along script


Talking Points from Power Play - Act I


What’s Happening Chart – What Increases Poverty?


Overview of Poverty Reduction Strategy Approach


Ontario Cabinet Committee on Poverty Reduction


Power Play Act II - read-along script


Talking Points from Power Play Act II


What’s Happening Chart: What’s Needed to End Poverty?


For more information




















