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INQUEST JURY INDICTS ONTARIO'S WELFARE POLICIES

Community coalitions vow to press for implementation.

After thirty days of hearing evidence about Kimberly Rogers life and death and hearing witnesses speak about the Conservative government’s welfare policies, the Rogers inquest jury has presented a comprehensive and thoughtful set of recommendations.

"We feel this is a rare and significant victory for the most vulnerable people in Ontario and if followed through, could go a long way to preventing future tragedies" said Barb Anello of the Ontario Social Safety Network, "Our challenge now is to ensure the recommendations of this inquest are fully and swiftly implemented".  

"It is clear that the jury and the coroner gained a deeper understanding of the current welfare system and the serious consequences of denying income to those most in need" says Dianne Wintermute, a community legal clinic lawyer with the Steering Committee on Social Assistance. "Many witnesses spoke of the shameful way Kimberly was treated. Hopefully this inquest will help put an end to this sort of systemic cruelty".

"The jury saw through the stereotyping of low-income people perpetrated by the Conservative government. Its recommendations are based on an understanding that current welfare laws are harmful to recipients and a barrier to employment" said Jacquie Chic, Director of Advocacy and Legal Services of ISAC.

It remains to be seen how the government will respond to the inquest. The coalition and many other groups and communities who became involved during the inquest are determined to see these and similar recommendations from earlier inquests implemented for the sake of justice and dignity in Ontario.  
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For information: 

Jacquie Chic, Income Security Advocacy Centre, tel: 416-597-5820 x 5144 (w); 647-229-5820 (cell)

Barbara Anello, Ontario Social Safety NetWork, tel: 705-494-9078







425 Adelaide Street West, 5th Floor, Toronto, ON,   M5V 3C1

            Tel  (416) 597-5820          Fax  (416)  597-5821

                               1-866-245-4072
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