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Poor get a say in report 

Anti-poverty meeting tonight 

Posted By Maria Canton

Anti-poverty activists in Owen Sound and area released a report Monday detailing what those living in poverty say are their key concerns, a first-hand account from low-income earners that comes a day before a community-wide forum on poverty slated to take place tonight. 

The report, “Solutions Start with Us: Voices of Low Income People in Ontario,” identifies a lack of affordable housing and access to transportation as the top issues for people living in Owen Sound and Grey-Bruce. 

“I’ve heard these concerns about affordable housing and transportation over and over and over again. The issue of needing a transportation system in this rural area has been discussed for 20 years and nothing has ever happened,” said Glenda Devlin, a local anti-poverty activist who also works at the Grey-Bruce Community Legal Clinic. 

“Our next step should be to lobby to be included in any government consultation process around affordable housing and get some action. We want to be, and need to be, one of the areas that is consulted about what we need here.” 

The report is based on input from 290 low-income people living in Kincardine and Owen Sound, as well as five other communities in Ontario. It is part of the larger “Ending Poverty Project” funded by the Metcalf Foundation. According to Devlin, the findings should be included in the province’s poverty reduction strategy. 

“Our report calls on the Ontario government to start acting on the new poverty reduction strategy sooner, not later. We need to increase the minimum wage and get more good, full-time jobs with benefits so working people aren’t living in poverty,” said Devlin. 

“Solutions Start with Us” will be discussed in detail tonight at the second Community Forum on Poverty, put on by the Grey Bruce Coalition for Peace and Justice and mediated by Colleen Purdon. The first meeting was held last November and 80 people attended. 

The Community Forum on Poverty is at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church between 7 and 9 p.m.

