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February 17, 2009
Hon. Deb Matthews, 

Minister of Children and Youth Services

Ministry of Children and Youth Services
14th Floor
56 Wellesley Street West
Toronto, Ontario M5S 2S3 

Dear Ms. Matthews
The Poverty Reduction Strategy that was announced in December, 2008 showed a commitment to tackling poverty that was encouraging to many people who have struggled in poverty for much of their lives. As the strategy is rolled out in the coming years, the Government will have the opportunity to work with communities and people in poverty to translate these words into improvements in services and programs, training and supports, and money in people’s pockets.
In the spring of 2008, Campaign 2000 and the Income Security Advocacy Centre began working with local partners to support low-income people in 10 communities across Ontario to build momentum for ending poverty in their communities. We call it the Ending Poverty Project and are writing to share our report, entitled Solutions Start with Us – Voices of Low-Income People in Ontario.

This report shares the experiences and ideas of over 290 low-income people, framed in the context of broader discussions happening at policy tables across the province. In this way, it is a dynamic tool that low-income people will be using over the next year to engage MPPs, municipal councils, businesses, school boards and others to explore practical solutions for reducing poverty locally.
With support from our project, many low-income people attended their first government meetings this spring, participating in consultations on poverty reduction held by members of the government’s Cabinet Committee on Poverty Reduction, local MPPs and community groups.  Now that the Poverty Reduction Strategy has been announced and a new Results Committee has been established to oversee its implementation, they would like to continue being involved. 
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The role of the Results Committee will be crucial in translating the strategy into concrete initiatives, and keeping it on target and on time. It will be a role that will require creativity and vision, negotiation and perseverance. We offer this report as a collective reflection on the direction we all need to move in to build – and deliver - an effective poverty reduction strategy in Ontario. 

As you and your committee members move ahead, we would be happy to assist you in meeting some of the low-income people we are working with and would also be happy to provide input to the next phases of implementation.  
Sincerely,
Jacquie Maund




Mary Marrone 
Campaign 2000/Family Service Toronto

Income Security Advocacy Centre


355 Church St.




5th Floor, 425 Adelaide St. West

Toronto, ON  M5B 1Z8



Toronto, ON  M5V 3C1

Tel: 416-595-9230, ext. 241



Tel: 416-597-5820, ext. 5151

www.campaign2000.ca 



www.incomesecurity.org 

CC:

· All members of the Ontario Cabinet Committee on Poverty Reduction

· All members of the Poverty Reduction Strategy Results Committee

· Premier of Ontario
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